
SUBJECT:  ILLNESS/FEVER POLICY

PURPOSE:
To ensure the health and safety of all children at Wausau Child Care

AREAS AFFECTED:
Children, Parents, Staff

REFERENCES:
DCF 251 Licensing Rules for Group Child Care Centers
Sample of Communicable Disease posting

DEFINITIONS:
Communicable Disease – a disease that can be passed from one individual to another by contact of close
proximity.

POLICY:
I. Parents will be called to pick up their child within an hour and keep them home until symptom-

free, if their child is displaying any of the following symptoms:
a. Fever.
b. Diarrhea – two episodes in one hour or three episodes throughout the day.
c. Rash.
d. Vomiting.
e. Any signs of a communicable disease.

II. Wausau Child Care is required to post all instances of communicable diseases and the dates that
they are present or have been diagnosed at the center.

III. Written permission from the child’s physician is required if a child returns to the center before
the required time of a contagious illness.

IV. Parents may be called if their child is displaying a low-grade fever. Staff will monitor children
with low-grade fevers or temperatures below 100 degrees Fahrenheit. Parents will be required to
pick up their child as soon as possible if their child has a temperature above 100 degrees
Fahrenheit.

V. If diarrhea is found to be a symptom a child is displaying, the child will be monitored for further
episodes. If the child has had two episodes of diarrhea within one hour OR three episodes of
diarrhea since they arrived at child care, the parent will be called to pick up within an hour.



PROCEDURE:
I. Parents should take the time in the morning to check their child/children for any of these

symptoms. Parents are required to keep their child home while any of these symptoms are
present and contact Wausau Child Care if the child has been medically diagnosed with a
communicable disease.

II. Parents are asked to notify their child’s teacher in the event that their child has been diagnosed
with a communicable disease. Parents and Wausau Child Care staff are required to notify the
Marathon County Public Health Department and the Department of Children and Families if
child or any family member has contracted a communicable disease including, but not limited to
Chicken Pox, German Measles, Measles, Mumps, Infectious Hepatitis, Poliomyelitis, Scarlet
Fever, Whooping Cough, Diphtheria, or Meningitis.

III. When antibiotics are prescribed for a bacterial infection, the child must be out of the center for a
minimum of 24 hours after the first dose is administered.

IV. Children will be allowed to go to a quiet area to wait until their parents arrive, where they will be
supervised and will not risk spreading the illness to the other children. Children are not to return
to childcare until they have been fever free for 24 hours without any medication such as Tylenol
and are symptom free. Medications such as Tylenol can only be administered at the centers for
pain relief. Wausau Child Care staff are prohibited from giving medications to reduce a fever.
The child must remain out of childcare until the diarrhea has subsided.


