
Hello Everyone! 
We have gotten through all the excitement of  the new

season, Halloween, and we are looking forward to all
the great things that are ahead of us in November and

December.  November is when you are able to sign up for
Parent Teacher Conferences after completing your

child's Ages and Stages Questionnaire.  I want to
emphasize that your child's education is one of our

main priorities and communication is key in helping
your child to succeed.  We are looking forward to

conferences, but you do not have to wait for those
nights.  This can be done throughout the year as we are

open to discussing your child's progress at any time.    

FROM MS. JEN 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8  

W A U S A U  C H I L D  C A R E  N E W S  |  0 1  

WAUSAU 
CHILD CARE 

NEWSLETTER 
2600 Stewart Ave., Suite 148 

Wausau, WI 54401 
715-848-1436 

www.wausauchildcareinc.org 
@ wausauchildcare 

 

EVENTS 
 CALENDAR 

P R E SCHOOL    
11/1-11/30 - Thankful Tree 
 
 
11/21- Thanksgiving Lunch 
 
11/21-11/22 No 4K/Thanksgiving Recess 

SCHOOL-AGE    
11/2 - Early Release/Care at Lincoln           
          Elementary 
11-/21 - No School/Tentative Care at         
            Westside Center  
11/22 & 11/23 - Thanksgiving Recess/       
         No School or Programs 

EAT DINNER TOGETHER 
One of the easiest ways to foster your child’s hopes and

dreams is to eat dinner together.  Research proves
sitting down and sharing a meal improves your child’s
grades, body weight, mental health, and relationships

with others.   And encouraging mealtime to last at least
20 minutes is a must for optimal long-term results.  So

ditch your cell phone and turn your undivided attention
to your child, listening uninterrupted while they share
everything about their day.  Before you know it, they’ll

be leading a team at NASA. 
  

PARENT CORNER 

We will be putting "Thankful Trees" in our entryways.  We will send
home a turkey for your family  to decorate and write what you are
thankful for.   These will be displayed.  

A Thanksgiving meal will be served for lunch.  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!! 
Holiday Open House Dates: 
12/12 - Cedar Creek 
12/18 - Westside 
12/18 - Franklin 
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CEDAR CREEK 

To start off November, we will
brighten up the room with
shapes and colors. During this
week we will be extra colorful.
We then move into a week of
children’s books with soft
pillows to relax. We will
discuss different children’s
characters in books that we
will be reading. The following
week we will talk about what
we are thankful for, and we
will have some fun with
turkeys. We will wrap up
November and start off
December by talking about
snowmen and snowflakes. We
will be doing several crafts this
week, so keep your eyes peeled
for all the beautiful artwork! 

Our classrooms are very busy getting ready to celebrate Thanksgiving and to discuss all the things we
are thankful for.  We will be having a “Thankful Tree” in the entryway where we will be asking our

families to decorate their family turkey that our teachers will be passing out.  We are asking our
families to write down something they are thankful for on their turkey so we can see all the diversity

around our center.  As the weather is getting colder, please be sure to bring in hats, mittens, warm
coats and even boots. 

We wish everyone a wonderful and safe Thanksgiving!  

Moon Room Monkey Room zoo Room 
Welcome, November! The first
week we will be talking about
“All About Me.” We will be
celebrating our birthdays in the
home living area. In the art area
we will be drawing our families.
The second week in November
we will be talking about the 4
seasons. For winter we will be
making shaving cream
snowmen. For fall we will be
making leaf people. We will be
making a beach umbrella for
summer, and for spring we will
do some tulip art. The third
week we will be talking about
Thanksgiving. The last week we
will discuss hibernation. We will
be going on a bear hunt and
having a bear cave in our home
living area.  

At the beginning of November
we will be talking about zoo
animals. We will be making
lion masks and learning the
sounds that zoo animals make.
Then we will move onto
talking about harvesting. We
will be making corn shakers,
tissue paper Indian corn, and
pumpkin printing. We then go
on to discuss turkeys,
Thanksgiving and all the
things we are thankful for.
Finally, we end the month of
November learning about farm
animals. We will make cotton
ball sheep, cluck like chickens
and do the chicken dance! 

The first week in November
will be an active one. We will
be doing all things football!
We will kick, throw and catch a
ball. The next week will be
about harvesting. During this
week, we will be doing corn
crafts. We will then have a
week about Thanksgiving. Our
featured activity will be a
button cornucopia. The final
week of November will be
dedicated to turkeys. We will
be doing several turkey crafts.
This month will be filled with
fun activities! 

Chicka Room 

To begin the month of
November we will have a week
on relationships.  We will focus
on friends, family and pets.
 Please bring in a family
picture to put on our
classroom’s family tree.  The
next week there will be a lot of
gobbling with a week about
turkeys.  Watch for the many
fun crafts that are planned for
this week.  The following week
the children will learn about
being thankful.  We will have
discussions about what we are
thankful for.  The last week of
November will be about
healthy eating.  We will have
crafts and activities about what
healthy foods are.   

caterpillar Room 
Employee of the

Month 
Employee of the month for November is…Ms.Amber!

Ms. Amber is the lead teacher in the Moon Room.  She
has been working in the classroom for several months

and has an amazing connection with all the children and
families in her care.  She is a great role model for

upcoming new teachers to see how hard she works with
the individual needs of the children  as they are on all
different developmental levels.  She also helps when
and where needed with a smile on her face!  Please

take a moment to congratulate Ms. Amber on this
accomplishment!  Thank you Ms. Amber for your

continued efforts and great leadership for our center and
families; we couldn't do this without you! 
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FRANKLIN 

The Tadpole Room will begin
the month learning about our
friends and family,
Thanksgiving, and turkeys.
 We will be creating a family
portrait, creating colorful
hand-print turkeys and
enjoying a Thanksgiving
lunch. The Tadpoles will also
be creating a thumb print
family, gluing feathers on a
turkey, creating an orange
tissue paper pumpkin pie and
making a friendship wreath.
 The Tadpoles will ask families
to bring in their child’s
favorite snack on November
30th.  Look for many family
participation opportunities
throughout the month as well.   

Wow, hard to believe it is November!  Tis the season for all the family gatherings and celebrating the
many different holidays coming up.  On November 12th we will have a football day.  Wear your

favorite football team attire and we will have football activities and meals.  This month we will send
home turkeys for you to decorate as a family and to write what you are thankful for.  We will post

these on our thankful tree by the front door.  Please remember to have all the warm clothing for your
child to go outside; winter jacket, hat, mitten, boots and snow pants.  

Tadpole Room HONEYBEE Room BLUEBIRD Room 
The Teddy bear room will be
talking and learning all about
“Pumpkins,” “Giving Thanks,”
“Harvest Fruits and Veggies,”
and “Elves.”  Activities include
sponge painting a pumpkin,
tissue paper pumpkin, sponge
painting a turkey, making a
noodle necklace and decorating
a wooden shoe. Our 4K Teddy
Bears will be learning this
month all about “The Three
Bears,” “La Tortuga,”
“Family” and “Elves and the
Shoemaker”. The children will
be engaging in different turtle
activities. The children will also
be learning about the many
different kinds of pets there are
and how we take care of them.
The 4K children will be
discussing how many different
families there are and what we
love about our family and
having a shoe store and making
elf hats.  

The Honeybee room will be
focusing on the world of
Thanksgiving such as
pumpkins/scarecrows, family,
food, and giving this month!
 The Honeybee Toddlers
themes this month are
“Animals in Autumn,” “Apples
and Pumpkins,”
“Thanksgiving” and
“Families.”  Activities include
painting with feathers,
painting with pumpkins,
turkey hand-print and making
family pictures.  The Honeybee
Two’s themes this month are
“Pets and Animals” and
“Thanksgiving.”  Activities
include cat whisker art,
learning animal sign language,
coloring a dog bone, turkey
hand prints, matching turkeys
and make and taste mashed
potatoes. Look for many family
participation opportunities
throughout the month as well. 

The Bluebird room will be
taking part on learning all
about friendship, family,
Thanksgiving and food and
nutrition. Featured activities
include; creating a kindness
stone, creating a family art,
making a doily turkey,
painting with kool-aid, and
creating a chicken. The
Bluebirds would also ask
families to bring in a picture of
their families to share with the
class.  The Bluebirds will be
celebrating National football
day on November 12th with
wearing their favorite football
attire. Look for other family
participation opportunities
throughout the month as well.
 The Bluebirds would like to
wish a very happy birthday to
Judah on 11/30. 

TEDDY BEAR Room 

Employee of the
Month 

Our November Employee of the Month is Ms. Joua!!!
 Ms. Joua is the lead teacher in our Honeybee 1’s

classroom.  She opens up our building in the morning
and always has a smile on her face as she greets the
children and families.  Ms. Joua is very creative with

her planning for activities for the one year old children.
 She enjoys watching the children learn new skills each
day and helping them to succeed in their development.
 In her free time she enjoys traveling and spending time

with her family.  Congratulations Ms. Joua!! 
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WESTSIDE 

The little Dippers look forward
to exploring sports, turkeys,
Thanksgiving, and nursery
rhymes.   We will also be
learning about the families in
our classroom and the
different Thanksgiving
traditions they experience. On
November 19th, we invite you
to join us in making turkey
placemats for Thanksgiving. 

Introducing the new Westside Director...Ms. Karen Salzwedel!!!  "I am very excited to be apart of the
Westside team and I'm overwhelmed with the welcome I have received as I start my first year at
Wausau Child Care.  I'm stepping into my new role with 17 years of Special Education teaching

experience.  More recently, I spent 3 years as the Dean of Faculty and Service Learning Coordinator
at Globe University.  I am hoping my experience can lead to greater opportunities for Wausau Child
Care.  The saftey and education for the children are my main priorities, so please let me know if you

have any questions/concerns; my door is always open! 

Little Dippers Moonbeam Rainbow 
The Sunshine room will be
continuing their pumpkin
theme through the first week of
November. In addition, we will
be learning about some of the
different jobs in the
community. Activities this
month will include: baking
pumpkin pie, and “Community
Helper” dress up. We will also
be having a few special visitors:
a police officer, a fire fighter, a
dentist, and a chef. Please help
decorate and return the turkey
feather that we will be sending
home for our class turkey.
Happy 4th Birthday to Graison! 

The Moonbeam room will be
exploring turkeys & forest
animals, Thanksgiving, and
color mixing. We will be
learning what happens when
we mix colors together, and
talking about what we’re
thankful for.  The Moonbeam
room will also be celebrating
many birthdays this month.
Happy 2nd Birthday to Lauren,
Ava, Lenora, and Daxton!  

November is a time for being
thankful.  The Rainbow room
is thankful everyday for the
amazing children and families
in our classroom.  What are
you thankful for?  This month
we will be exploring turkeys,
wildlife and various outdoor
animals around us, fruit and
veggies!  This month we will
be taste testing different types
of vegetables. We will also be
learning how to make fruit
salad and veggie pizza. Keep
your eye out for a sign-up to
bring in a fruit or veggie to
share with the class during
this time.  Happy 3rd birthday
to Allison and Lainey! 

Sunshine 

This month we’re discussing
the importance of friends and
family, community helpers,
and being thankful.  The
Shining Star friends will be
learning about ways that they
can be helpful at home. The
children will also be given a
turkey to take home to
decorate and return it to us
with something that your
family is thankful for. There
will be a “Thankful Tree” in
our entry way for all of the
turkey’s to be displayed. A big
happy birthday to Easton
who’ll be turning 5 this
month!  

SHINING STAR 
Employee

of the
Month 

November’s employee of the month for the
Westside is Ms. Jane!!!  Ms. Jane is one of
Wausau Child Care’s kitchen aids and has
been with Wausau Child Care for 6 years!
 She is the backbone of our kitchen that
serves all of our programs.  Ms. Jane is

always willing to help out wherever is needed
and always wants the best for our nutrition

program.  We appreciate Jane and all that she
does for our programs.  Thank you and

congratulations Ms. Jane! 
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SCHOOL AGE  

FROM THE KITCHEN... 

Brrr!  The cold weather has blow in, and we are thankful for our warm clothes and time spent 

with good friends! With this cold weather upon us, please be sure that your child brings 

appropriate outdoor clothing (coat, hat mittens, boots) with them every day.  We are required by 

the state of Wisconsin licensing regulations to spend time outdoors every day except during 

inclement weather.  The state defines inclement weather as stormy or severe weather such as 

any of the following: heavy rain, temperatures above 90 degrees and wind chills below 0 

degrees. 

Please remember there is care available for full in-service days at Lincoln Elementary.  If you 

are in need of care, please make sure you return the in-service registration form ASAP! If you 

have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact Samantha or Callie at 715-845-4110. 

 Have a very Happy Thanksgiving!!  

Having your child help you in the kitchen is a great way to get them to try new foods. Kids feel 

good about doing something “grown-up.”  Give them small jobs to do.  Praise their efforts. 

Children are much less likely to reject foods that they helped make.  As preschoolers grow, they 

are able to help out with different tasks in the kitchen.  While the following suggestions are 

typical, children may develop these skills at different ages. 

 

At 2 years: 

~Wipe tables 

~Hand items to adult to put away 

(such as after grocery shopping) 

~Place things in trash 

~Tear lettuce or greens 

~Help “read” a cookbook by turning the pages 

~Make “faces” out of pieces of fruits and vegetables 

~Rinse vegetables or fruits 

 

At 3 years: 

~Add ingredients 

~Talk about cooking 

~Scoop or mash potatoes 

~Squeeze citrus fruits 

~Stir pancake batter 

~Knead and shape dough 

~Name and count foods 

~Help assemble a pizza 

 

At 4 years: 
~Peel eggs and some fruits, such as  
oranges and bananas 
~Set the table 
~Crack eggs 
~Help measure dry ingredients 
~Help make sandwiches and tossed salads 
 
At 5 years: 
~Measure liquids 
~Cut soft fruits with a dull knife 
~Use an egg beater 
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Contact Information 

JEN KOWALSKI, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

DIRECTORS 

jkowalski@wausauchildcareinc.com  

715-848-1436  

DEBBIE KASMERCHAK, FINANCE DIRECTOR 

dkasmerchak@wausauchildcareinc.com  

715-848-1436  

STACY DIEDRICH, HUMAN RESOURCE DIRECTOR 

sdiedrich@wausauchildcareinc.com  

715-848-1436  

MELISSA BANDURA, MARKETING/COMMUNITY OUTREACH  

mbandura@wausauchildcareinc.com  

715-848-1436  

KELLY PELOT, CEDAR CREEK DIRECTOR 

kpelot@wausauchildcareinc.com  

715-359-5437  

STEPHANIE GARVEY, CEDAR CREEK ASST. DIRECTOR 

sgarvey@wausauchildcareinc.com  

715-359-5437  

PENNY SWANSON, FRANKLIN DIRECTOR 

pswanson@wausauchildcareinc.com  

715-848-7221  

KATRINA STIEBER, FRANKLIN ASST. DIRECTOR 

kstieber@wausauchildcareinc.com  

715-848-7221  

KAREN SALZWEDEL WESTSIDE DIRECTOR 

ksalzwedel@wausauchildcareinc.com  

715-848-1437  

JENNIFR SCHNEIDER, WESTSIDE ASST. DIRECTOR 

jschneider@wausauchildcareinc.com  

715-848-1437  

SAM HINES, SCHOOL-AGE DIRECTOR 

shines@wausauchildcareinc.com  

715-848-1436  

CALLIE MAYER, SCHOOL-AGE ASST. DIRECTOR 

hharman@wausauchildcareinc.com  

715-848-1437  

HALEY HARMAN, NURTITION DIRECTOR 

jdiedrich@wausauchildcareinc.com  

715-848-1437  

cmayer@wausauchildcareinc.com  

715-848-1436  

JEFF DIEDRICH, BUILDINGS AND GROUND DIRECTOR 

Board of Directors
DEB PAGEL 
PRESIDENT  

 
JON SHIRCK 

VICE PRESIDENT 
 

MARIA GULAN 
SECRETARY 

 
JEFF SCHUMACHER 

TREASURER 
 
 
  
 
 Wausau Child Care - Cedar Creek 

1841 County Road XX 
Mosinee, WI 54455 

715-359-5437 

Wausau Child Care - Franklin 
721 Franklin Street 
Wausau, WI 54403 

715-848-7221

Wausau Child Care - Westside 
505 North 28th Avenue 

Wausau, WI 54401 
715-848-1436

Preschool Locations

School-Age Locations
715-848-1436 

 
GD Jones 

 Hawthorn Hills 
 Thomas Jefferson 

Lincoln 
 Maine 

John Marshall 
Montessori 

Rib Mountain 
Riverview 

South Mountain  
Stettin 

 
Summer Camp  

Vacation Days Care 

JULIE SCHELL 
 

MIKE COLLINS 
 

C.ANN DIETRICH 
 

JANEL THOUNE 
 

CHRIS PFENDER 
 
  
 
 


